Tissue-type plasminogen activator: intracoronary applications.
Intracoronary tissue-type plasminogen activator (t-PA) was employed successfully before, after, or in place of coronary artery angioplasty in four patients referred for emergency cardiac catheterization during evolving myocardial infarction. The potential roles of intracoronary thrombolysis, dose considerations for intracoronary t-PA, factors influencing the choice of plasminogen activator, and safety issues are discussed.